
Conference Agenda 
Wednesday, October 28, 2026

Agenda is current as of Thursday, October 1, 2026

7:00 a.m.–
8:00 a.m. Check-in/Breakfast/Vendors

8:00 a.m.–
8:30 a.m. Opening Remarks in Exhibit Hall

Time Session Credits  (Key on pg. 2)

8:35 a.m.–
9:35 a.m.

Knowing the Code: Code Rule 753 Essentials, Updates and Certification Renewal
Chris Flaherty, UDig NY Field Rep. 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

Don’t Spray and Pray: The Basics of Underground Utility Locating
Jim Flint, Eastcom Associates 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

From Ticket to Trend: Put Damage Reporting Data to Work
Kevin Hopper, UDig NY President & CEO 1.0 1.0 1.0

Beyond Compliance: How Health and Safety Management Systems Save Lives
Kevin O’Brien, Access Compliance 1.0 1.0 1.0

Worst Case Scenario: Financial Implications of a Utility Strike
J. Wilder, Wilder and Linneball, LLP 1.0 1.0

8:35 a.m.–
10:45 a.m.

NYS DOT Flagger Safety: Session 1 (Pre-enrollment required) 
John “JD” DeWispelaere—Sponsored by Livingston Development Ventures & C.P. Ward 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0

9:45 a.m.–
10:45 a.m.

Behind the Line: Gas Industry Insights on Damage Prevention
Matt Siegmann, National Fuel Gas 1.0 1.0 1.0

Protecting the Bottom Line: Insurance Strategies Every Utility Contractor Should Know
Dave Mehlbaum & Jason Reid, Gallagher 1.0

Power Combo: Up Your Game with Precision Locators and GPR
Troy De Souza, Sensors & Software 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

Clarity When it Counts: A Guide to Crisis Communication
Danielle L. Eiseman, Ph.D, Cornell Dept. of Public & Ecosystem Health 1.0 1.0 1.0

10:55 a.m.–
11:55 a.m.

Sniffing Out Leaks: K9’s in Water Leak Detection
Daniel Levey, Nose on the Ground K9 Water Leak Detection 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

Avoiding Collapse with Trench Safety Techniques
Aaron Brown & Ross Vandenberg, National Trench Safety 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

Define Your Dig: Understanding Extent of Excavation (EOE)
Daily Seymour, UDig NY Web Services 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

More Than Work: Building A Successful Business
Maureen Henderson, Niagara Small Business Development Center 1.0

Mission Critical: UDig NY Unveils Pipeline Safety Training for First Responders
Andy Schettine, UDig NY Field Rep. 1.0 1.0

12:05 p.m.–
1:30 p.m.

Lunch & Vendors

Interactive Lunch Session—Dig In & Win: Understanding UDig NY’s New Extent of Excavation Policy
John Yehl, UDig NY Field Rep. & Daily Seymour, UDig NY Web Services
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Time Session Credits

1:35 p.m.–
2:35 p.m.

Beyond the Test: An Employer’s Guide to Drug and Alcohol Testing
Kevin O’Brien, Access Compliance 1.0 1.0 1.0

Mapping the Future: Enhancing Damage Prevention & Public Safety with AI Innovation
Joe Eberly, 4M Analytics, Inc. 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

Construction By The Numbers: A Contractor’s Crib–Sheet to Regulations
Gary Aber & Micky Amato, Labella Associates 1.0 1.0 1.0

The Business of Winning: Procuring Contracts and Growing Your Business
Maureen Henderson, Niagara Small Business Development Center 1.0

1:35 p.m.–
3:45 p.m.

NYS DOT Flagger Safety: Session 2 (Pre-enrollment required) 
John “JD” DeWispelaere—Sponsored by Livingston Development Ventures & C.P. Ward 2.0 2.0 2.0 2.0

2:45 p.m.–
3:45 p.m.

Down to The Wire: The Science of an Accurate and Reliable Locating System
Mike Ingram, Copperhead Industries 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

Knowing the Code: Code Rule 753 Essentials, Updates and Certification Renewal
Emily Jetter, UDig NY Field Rep. 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

Tips, Tools and Tricks to Up Your Exactix Mapping Game
Daily Seymour, UDig NY Web Services 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0

3:50 p.m.–
4:15 p.m. Raffle Prize Drawing!

Certified Nursery 
& Landscape 
Professional (CNLP)

Professional 
Engineering, Land 
Surveying & Geology 

Water Operator Wastewater 
Operator

Certified Forester 
(CFE)

Certified Forester 
(CFE) Category 2

Maximum of 5 credit hours per day for CFE.

NYS Building Officials Conference Credit
Any session may be submitted for credit, to NYSBOC for approval at discretion of NYSBOC

Sessions descriptions start on page 3

Credits Key
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Pre-enrollment required

NYS DOT Flagger Safety (2 sessions morning & afternoon)
Sponsored by Livingston Development Ventures & C.P. Ward

Max seating 25 per session. 

John DeWispelaere Livingston Development Ventures

Flaggers are the frontline of work zone safety. This NYS DOT 
certification course, accredited by AGC NY, covers essential 
flagging operations, situational practices, and proper traffic control 
procedures. Gain the skills and certification to protect your crew and 
the public—one stop sign at a time.

Morning Sessions

Knowing the Code: Code Rule 753 Essentials, Updates 
and Certification Renewal
Chris Flaherty UDig NY Field Rep.

Stay sharp, stay compliant. This session, led by a UDig NY Field 
Representative, covers the essential requirements of New York State’s 
Code Rule 753 along with recent updates to the law. This refresher 
not only reinforces safe excavation practices—it also qualifies as a 
renewal class for the UDig NY Certified Excavator Program. If you dig 
in New York, this is knowledge you can’t afford to skip.

Don’t Spray and Pray: The Basics of Underground 
Utility Locating

Jim Flint Eastcom Associates

Ever wonder why some locates are crystal clear and others are a 
headache? This session breaks down electromagnetic locating theory, 
frequency selection, and grounding practices—regardless of the 
equipment brand. You’ll walk away with a solid understanding of the 
science behind locates and real-world tips to improve accuracy every 
time you mark the ground.

From Ticket to Trend: Put Damage Reporting Data to Work

Kevin Hopper UDig NY President & CEO

Damage reports can do more than document what happened—they 
can help prevent the next incident. See how UDig NY’s Damage 
Reporting system integrates directly with the one-call ticketing 
system, allowing utilities to connect damage events with ticket 
information, streamline reporting, and capture consistent data in one 
centralized location. We’ll explore the benefits of the system, highlight 
its newest features and reporting capabilities, and provide a practical 
demonstration of the user experience. Whether your organization 
currently uses the system or is considering getting started, this 
session will show how damage data can support stronger record-
keeping, reveal trends, and inform more effective damage prevention 
efforts.

Beyond Compliance: How Health and Safety Management 
Systems Save Lives
Kevin O’Brien Access Compliance

Compliance is not enough. Safety and Health regulations often define 
only the minimum acceptable standard. By focusing on management 
commitment/implementation, labor participation, hazard assessment 
and training, employers can move beyond compliance and achieve 
even higher standards of safety performance. Learn the costs and how 
to make safety a collaborative goal so that “good” doesn’t become 
“good enough.”

Worst Case Scenario: Financial Implications of 
a Utility Strike
J. Wilder Wilder and Linneball, LLP

What you don’t know can hurt you—legally and financially. Join Super 
Lawyer J. Joseph Wilder, Esq., as he demystifies excavation-related 
liabilities and highlights the risks of cutting corners. With nearly 
40 years of experience representing construction companies and 
public utilities, Wilder will walk through real-world court cases, and 
the insurance implications of failing to “know what’s below.” If you’re 
digging, you can’t afford to miss this.

Behind the Line: Gas Industry Insights on 
Damage Prevention
Matt Siegmann National Fuel Gas

Join one of the region’s premier Gas Utility operators as they provide 
insights into their operations, detailing emergency protocol, common 
causes of damage, utility communication strategies and prevention 
efforts.

Protecting the Bottom Line: Insurance Strategies 
Every Utility Contractor Should Know
Dave Mehlbaum & Jason Reid Gallagher

Utility contractors operate in one of the highest-risk sectors of 
construction. A single utility strike, vehicle accident, employee injury, 
environmental incident, or contractual oversight can have significant 
financial consequences. This session will discuss emerging insurance 
trends, common coverage gaps, and practical risk management 
strategies that can help contractors protect their employees, 
equipment, and business operations.

Power Combo: Up Your Game with Precision
 Locators and GPR
Troy De Souza Sensors & Software

Scan it. See it. Understand it. This session introduces the 
fundamentals of Ground Penetrating Radar (GPR) and Precision 
Locators to effectively to detect subsurface utilities and underground 
assets. Learn how, why and when to use these resources to prevent 
damages to underground infrastructure.

Conference Session Descriptions
Wednesday, October 28, 2026
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Clarity When it Counts: A Guide to Crisis Communication
Danielle L. Eiseman, Ph.D Cornell Dept. of Public & Ecosystem Health

Clear, effective communication is critical when dealing with anything 
that poses a risk to our health and safety. It is essential that those 
working in hazard mitigation or disaster response are prepared to 
communicate effectively with each other and with the public. Learn 
how to build the specialized communication skills that are necessary in 
a crisis. This course will identify strategies to effectively communicate 
potentially life saving information with the public and stakeholders; 
helping to build trust, engage in dialogue and make informed decisions 
about risks.

Sniffing Out Leaks: K9’s in Water Leak Detection
Daniel Levey Nose on the Ground K9 Water Leak Detection

Dogs aren’t just man’s best friend—they’re damage prevention allies. 
Explore how K9’s are revolutionizing water leak detection.

Avoiding Collapse with Trench Safety Techniques
Aaron Brown & Ross Vandenberg National Trench Safety

This course answers the big question; “Why do Collapses Happen?” 
Trench collapses pose one of the most significant risks to workers 
lives. Establishing safety practices in and around trenches not only 
reduces the risk of collapse but also reduces exposure to other 
hazards like falls, hazardous atmospheres and equipment incidents. 
Learn the appropriate methods for establishing a safe trench, from 
competent persons to shoring and slope dynamics, this sessions will 
cover the “ins and outs” of trenching.

Define Your Dig: Understanding Extent of Excavation (EOE)
Daily Seymour UDig NY Web Services

How much work can you include on a single location request—and why 
does it matter? Join a UDig NY Web Services expert for a step-by-step 
walkthrough of the policy, set by the UDig NY’s Board of Directors, 
defining the allowable extent of excavation per Location Request. 
Whether you submit tickets through Exactix or by calling 811, you’ll 
learn how to plan your requests efficiently while reducing strain on the 
locating community and ensuring your project starts on time.

More Than Work: Building A Successful Business
Maureen Henderson Niagara Small Business Development Center

This session provides practical strategies for securing new business 
opportunities and beating out the competition. Business procurement 
is integral to growth as an organization, this course provides valuable 
insights on bid requirements, developing competitive proposals and 
ways to build business relationships for long term success.

Mission Critical: UDig NY Unveils Pipeline Safety 
Training for First Responders
Andy Schettine UDig NY Field Rep.

First Responders are on scene at any pipeline safety incident, but 
too often, they lack critical information about gas line product types, 
behaviors and protocols. UDig NY, with funding from PHMSA, has 
developed a pipeline safety training course specifically for First 
Responders, featuring interactive content and interviews with subject 
matter experts from the pipeline industry across Upstate New York. 
In this session, we provide the first public look at this important new 
training resource.

Afternoon Sessions

Dig In & Win: Understanding UDig NY’s New Extent of 
Excavation Policy
John Yehl UDig NY Field Rep. & Daily Seymour UDig NY Web Services

Grab your lunch and join UDig NY for an interactive look at the new 
Extent of Excavation Policy. We’ll explain what changed, why the 
policy was developed, and how clearer, more manageable work areas 
can improve ticket quality, support accurate utility notifications, and 
reduce confusion for everyone involved in the damage prevention 
process. Then, put your knowledge to the test with real-world 
scenarios and a lively round of trivia—with prizes for the winners!

Beyond the Test: An Employer’s Guide to Drug and 
Alcohol Testing
Kevin O’Brien Access Compliance

This is not a test! This session gives an inside look at the differences 
between Federal and Non-Federal drug and alcohol testing and 
demonstrates the importance  of establishing a drug and alcohol 
testing program as an employer. Although most tests are uneventful, 
some are not. This course addresses collection issues, test refusal, 
shy bladder and monitored collections as well as details the 5 steps 
in the reasonable suspicion and testing decision process. If you have 
wondered what your responsibilities are as an employer this session 
is for you.

Conference Session Descriptions
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Mapping the Future: Enhancing Damage Prevention & Public 
Safety with AI Innovation
Joe Eberly 4M Analytics, Inc.

AI-powered utility data is the key to accelerating information-sharing 
and field verification, improving utility record completeness and 
accuracy, and allocating field crews to high-priority locating needs. 
Advanced tools such as computer vision can further assist in digitizing 
locating marks and automatically detecting above ground utility assets. 
This presentation covers how utility owners and damage prevention 
professionals can use AI to enhance their ongoing coordination, share 
utility data as early as possible, develop more proactive approaches 
to damage prevention, and make hours in the field truly count by 
positioning locating crews to deliver at maximum efficiency.

Construction By The Numbers: A Contractor’s 
Crib–Sheet to Regulations
Gary Aber & Micky Amato Labella Associates

Confused by all the overlapping rules and regulations? You’re not alone. 
This session is your go-to guide for making sense of the numerical 
jungle—OSHA regs, NYSDOT standards, MUTCD WZTC, UDIG NY rules, 
DEC oversight, and more. Perfect for contractors looking for a clear, 
concise reference to stay compliant and ahead of the curve.

The Business of Winning: Procuring Contracts and 
Growing Your Business
Maureen Henderson Niagara Small Business Development Center

This session provides practical strategies for securing new business 
opportunities and beating out the competition. Business procurement 
is integral to growth as an organization, this course provides valuable 
insights on bid requirements, developing competitive proposals and 
ways to build business relationships for long term success.

Down to The Wire: The Science of an Accurate and 
Reliable Locating System
Mike Ingram Copperhead Industries

Safety is the bottom line. Detecting and marking the precise locations 
of buried utility lines is critical in protecting life and property during 
excavation. Learn how tracer wire and utility locating systems make 
that process a reality. Discover how to make installations that last, and 
proven techniques to improve accuracy and reliability in the field.

Knowing the Code: Code Rule 753 Essentials, Updates and 
Certification Renewal
Emily Jetter UDig NY Field Rep.

Stay sharp, stay compliant. This session, led by a UDig NY Field 
Representative, covers the essential requirements of New York State’s 
Code Rule 753 along with recent updates to the law. This refresher not 
only reinforces safe excavation practices—it also qualifies as a renewal 
class for the UDig NY Certified Excavator Program. If you dig in New 
York, this is knowledge you can’t afford to skip.

Tips, Tools and Tricks to Up Your Exactix Mapping Game
Daily Seymour UDig NY Web Services

Does your Location Request really match your dig site? The answer to 
that question could mean the difference between a successful project 
and a disaster. In this critical training, discover the Exactix features the 
pros use to map accurately and efficiently. Whether your job involves 
placing or responding to Location Requests, the skills covered in this 
session can help save time, money, and even lives.
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